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DR. ADAMS, 


Ir you think the following cafe comes within the 
{cope of your infant publication, and worthy of infertion, you 
will give it a place, and oblige, perhaps, fome of your readers. 
IATROS. 
Cafe. 

ABOUT 2 o'clock, P.M. onthe 30th. of May, 1805, 
Mifs P R chewed, out of curiofity, a little of the 
frefh root of Wake-robbin,* and incautioufly fwallowed a 
{mall quantity of it. In afew minutes fhe complained of a 
burning fenfation in her mouth and throat, and of great dif- 
trefs at her ftomach; which was foon fucceeded with a nau- 
fea, and frothing at her mouth: then came on fpafmodic 
contractions of the mufcles and tendons of the hands and 
arms, accompanied with palenefs and coldnefs of thefe parts: 
pretty foon afterwards, the fpafms alfo feized her lower ex- 
tremities, fo that fhe could not walk, even with affiftance ; and 
the furface of her body became univerfally of a purple color : 
at length her fpeech was depraved, fo that fhe was unable to 
talk plainly: finally, fpafms with pain, feized the erector muf- 
cles of the neck and back, and bent her backward in the 
manner of that variety of locked-jaw, known among phyfi- 
cians by the term Opifthotonos. She ftill appeared te poffefs” 








* “ Cuckowpint. yeaa Wake-robbin. Lords and Ladies.”—Mem. 
Am. Acad. vol. I. p. 487. Sometimes alfo ¢alled Swamp-turnip, 1 be- 
hieve.—Arum, Pharm. Lond. and Ed. 
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her intellectual faculties, but could not fpeak. By this timé, 
a dofe of the emetic tartar [a puke] was procured and given 
her; (the family phyfician being abfent from home.) For 
the fpace of an hour after taking the emetic, and before it 
began to operate, the fpafms remitted, but did not go off till 
an hour or more after it had done operating. She brought 
up nothing but the contents of her ftomach, which were her 
dinner, lately eaten, together with the fmall quantity of the 
Wake-robbin root which the had fwallowed. She continued 


_to feel, occaiionally, fome degree of the {pafms and pain, with 


naufea, through the afternoon: fhe had an uneafy night; and 
the naufea recurred on the two or three following days, but 
was felt moft confiderably in the mornings. She gradually 
recovered her ufual ftate of health. 


_ ‘The young lady, the fubject of this cafe, is aged 18 years ; 
has black hair and eyes, and a fmooth {kin ; is of a flender 
conftitution, but commonly healthy. No caufe could be af- 
figned for the difturbances excited in her fyftem, except the 
Wake-robbin root ; nor as contributing to their aggravation, 
except her dinner ; for fhe was in ordinary health before tak- 
ing the root: it is prefumed, however, that the effects of it on 
her fyftem, were fomewhat fingular and peculiar to her; for 
it is hardly credible, I think, that fo {mall a quantity as fhe 
believed fhe fwallowed, could produce fuch alarming fymptoms 
in every perfon. 

The pungent and inflammatory acrimony of frefh Wake- 
robbin root, is well known to moft country people, and to 
phyficians. The katter, probably, are generally acquainted 
with its ufefulnefs in the cure of certain difeafes; and a cau- 
tion is fuggefted to the former, from the recital of the fore- 
going cafe, to be very careful in ufing it themfelves, or in ad- 
miniftering it to others who are ignorant of its terrible power, 
either with a view to impofe on them, or obviate their ailments. 


LH HEEERREERS March, 1806. 


An Account of Refufcitation in a Cafe of fuppofed Death from Yel- 


low Fever. Ina Letter from Dr. Rusu, [of Philadelphia,} 
to Dr. Coxe. 


[From the Medical Mufeum. } 
SIR, 


IN the month of Auguft, of the year 1798, the yellow 
fever appeared in Marcus Hook, a fmall village fituated on the 
banks of the river Delaware. The crews of the United 
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States’ veffels Ganges and Retaliation, which lay along fide of 
the village, were at the fame time attacked with the difeafe. 
Upon the firft indifpofition, each perfon was removed from 
the veflels and conveyed to tents fitted up for his reception, 
on an elevated and healthy fpot of ground in the neighbor- 
hood; where, through the humane attentions of the com- 
mander, he was provided with every neceilary that his fituation 
required. _ 

Out of fixty feamen, ordinary feamen, and mariners, who 
had been fent to the tents, many had the difeafe mildly, fome 
fuffered feverely, and four died, on the third, fifth, and feventh 
days, with black vomiting, and other fymptoms of great ma- 
lignity. Of the whole number, I have felected a cafe, which, 
from the rarenefs of its occurrence, may be interefting and 
important. 

The particular fymptoms which marked the progrefs of the 
difeafe in this cafe, from the apparent ceffation of life, to-its 
complete refufcitation, 1 am unable to ftate, owing to the cir- 
cumftance of the daily journal remaining in the poffeffion of 


my affiftant, Mr. Parker, after he had retired from the United 


States’ fervice. What I obferved at the time of my vifits, 
which through neceflity were fhort and few, I have correétl 
ftated, and have no reafon for doubting the truth of what is 
farther advanced, from the reprefentation of Mr. Parker. 


Cafe. 

James Clark, an ordinary feaman belonging to the Ganges, 
about nineteen years of age, and of a hale conititution, was at- 
tacked on the feventh of September, with the yellow fever. 
The fymptoms were fuch as characterize the malignant 
forms of this difeafe. The force of the difeafe feemed prin- 
cipally exerted on the arterial fyitems, while the mufcular and 
nervous fy{tems, appeared to be but fecondarily affected. The 
pulfe was depreffed at the commencement of the attack, but 
rofe afterwards and became full and ftrong. Twenty-four 
ounces of blood, in all, were taken from his arm in the firft 
paroxy{m ; curing which he was copioufly purged with ftrong 
dofes of calomel. On the fecond day, bleeding and purging 
were difcontinued, and mercurial frictions, together with {mall 
and repeated dofes of calomel were prefcribed in order to 
produce a falivation. This however could not be effected. 
The difeafe, notwithftanding a variety of ftimulants, fuch as 
brandy, ether, and laudanum, arrived at the laft ftage, when 
en the morning of the fourth day, the black vomiting began, 
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and continued till twelve o’clock at noon; at which time x 
was faid, he had expired. Upon paying my fecond vifit to 
the tents, at four o’clock in the afternoon of the fame day, I 
faw the body of Clark lying in a coffin, and apparently lifelefs. 
On clofely examining it, I obferved the pale yellow, that pre- 
vioufly tinged the temples, nails, and neck, changed to an or- 
ange-like hue, and interfperfed with purplith fpots, refembling 
petechiz. Neither pulfe or heat were perceptible, nor was 
refpiration difcoverable on the mirror, which was held before 
the mouth. Putrefaction, however, had not taken place; the 
lower jaw was fiill flexible, and upon 2 more minute examina- 
tion, I felt (or thought I felt) a flight warmth about the epi- 
gaftric region. With fuch flender and evanefcent 
fymptoms of life, experiment indeed promifed little. But 
fomething I was refolved to attempt ; I therefore ordered the 
body to be covered with warm afhes from the cook’s fire, 
and a gill of very ftrong brandy tody to be poured down the 
throat every half hour. Being called away, I could not wait 
to fee the eifect of thefe remedies ; but requefted Mr. Parker 
to continue the ufe of them, whilft any hope remained of 
their being fuccefsful. On my return, at funrife, the follow- 
ing morning, I had the pleafure of finding Clark propped up, 
indulging himfelf with foup. From Mr. Parker I learned, 
that about eight o’clock, after he had received a quart of 
brandy, he began to refpire ; that the brandy was continued, 
in the fame proportion which I had prefcribed, until elever 
o'clock, when he was fo far recovered as to complain of the 
warmth of the afhes ; that he was then taken out of the cof 
fin, and Jaid on ftraw on the ground. Port wine fangree was 
then fubitituted for brandy, and was regularly adminiftered 
till day light, when he refufed to take any more, and called 
for food. | 





On the treatment of the above cafe, it may be proper to 
remark, that, had convulfions or fpafms attended the apparent 
diffolution, I fhould have hefitated in pouring a fluid down the 
throat ; as when death occurs in convulfions, the glottis [open- 
ing of the windpipe] might not be completely clofed, while the 
mufcles of the epiglottis [the cover of the opening of the 
windpipe] partaking alfo of the general convulfion, might re- 
tain it in an erect pofition : hence a fluid would pafs into the 
lungs, as well as into the ftomach ; a circumftance which 
would prevent refufcitation. But in cafes like Clark’s, where 
muifcular en earered the apparent extinction of 
life, the epiglottis muft neceffarily be in contact with the 


giottis, and thereby prevent the admidfiion of a fluid into the 
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If the hiftory of the above cafe fhould ferve to prevent pre- 
mature interment, and lead to the ute of remedies for refuf- 
citation, in doubtful cafes of death from fever, as well from 
caufes which induce it fuddenly, it will be a high gratification te 


Your Friend, 
JOHN RUSH. 
Philadelphia, Augufi 17, 1804. 


Bleed Root, its Efficacy in Faundice, Sc. By James MeEass, ou. v. 
[From the Philadelphia Medical Mufeum. } 


SANGUINARIA Canadenfis, or blood root, red root, isa 
very common plant in our woods. An inaugural experimental 
differtation on it was written by Dr. Downey, of the univerfity 
of Pennfylvania, in the {pring of 1803. Among the virtues 
afcribed to it in that differtation, one is unnoticed, which 
probably renders this plant of more value than any of its other 
virtues. I allude to its efficacy in removing jaundice. Shoeps 
barely mentions its ufe in that complaint; but my authority 
for its utility therein, is Thomas Cooper, Efq. of Northumber- 
land, who, in a letter which I lately cooaieel from him, men- 
tions, that Dr. Smith, of Wilkefbarre, in Luzerne county, has 
for fome years paft ufed the powdered root, with great fuccefs, 
in dofes of fifteen or twenty grains; and further obferves, 
that it is a chief ingredient in the quack medicine, known by 
she name of Raw/on’s bitters. 
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Obfervations on Orchards, with Direétions for Planting and Prun- 
ing Fruit Trees. 


‘THERE is fcarcely any part of a farm that is efteem- 
ed fo ufeful and valuable as the orchard. Yet, perhaps, it is 
that which is the moft neglected. If you count the number 
of apple trees on a farm, or even in a whole townfhip, proba- 
bly not one tree in ten will be found to pay, by its fruit, for 
the ground it occupies; either becaufe it bears little fruit, or 
what it bears is bad, or ripens out of feafon, or is dropped in 
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the pafture, where the cows are greatly injured in their milk, 
by eating the wind-falls. A fingle tree has been known to 
produce in one year, apples enough for fix or feven barrels of 
cider; while there are many fcores of dwarfifh trees in bad 
condition, flowly decaying, with deep mortal wounds, and on 
a barren foil, that afford lefs fruit in twenty years. 

It would be a great public benefit if your Regifter fhould 
roufe the attention of farmers to a better fyfiem of treatment 
of their apple trees. ‘The want of rules and direétions is not 
half fo much to be lamented as the general want of care. In- 
deed fo little forefight and judgment appear in many inftances 
of planting orchards, one would fuppofe the rifk was confidered 
as falling on the frees, not on the cwner. He feems to fay, 
grow or die, and yet he manages the matter fo unaccountably 
that they can do neither for the firft eight or ten years. 

Young trees are chofen from a nurfery, rank and tender as 
weeds with the forcing power of hoeing and manure. They 
are twifted and torn out of the ground, and the mangled roots 
are crowded into a {mall hole of the depth and dimenfions of 
a peck meafure. ‘The tree, pent up as it were in an iron pot, 
either dies in the fummer, or the efforts nature makes to break 
out by the roots from the hard little circle in which they are 
confined, are made in vain. Thefe efforts are renewed, and 
again in vain, the next fummer. ‘Thus the tree is dwarfed, 
every {fcratch on the bark cankers and fpreads a rot to the 
heart, and in ieven years it has fcarcely made any advances. 
The life of juch a tree muft be fhort, fickly, and barren. 

It is recommended to prepare the ground for an orchard 
with diligence before the trees are planted. Dig holes as 
large as the imal] wheel of a waggon, at leaft a year before 
you fet the trees. ‘Throw the top of the earth into a heap by 
itfelf ; with a fpade and {mall iron bar loofen the foil eighteen 
inches deep, and throw out this under bed of earth into an- 
other heap. ‘The ground thus expofed fo wide and deep to 
the fun, rain and froft, and the wider and deeper the better, 
will mellow.anc iweeten. In the {pring, fay in April, choofe 
young natural or ungrafted trees from a nurfery, that are free 
from wounds on the bark. Carefully take them up with their 
whole fpread of roots. Half the irees ufually get their death 
wound in taking up. In planting them out, firft prune away 
broken and difeafed roots, and fuch as crofs each other, and 
then draw round them into the hole the top of the ground 
that was laid in the pile the year béfore ; it will be mellow 
and rotten. After this throw in the other heap. 

So large and wide a hole will afford a {pace for the roots to 
{pread as good as tilled land. Before the weather becomes 
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very dry, a fork-full of old hay fhould be flung on to the dug 
circle in which the tree ftands : this will prevent the trees per= 
ifhing in July and Auguft with drought. Carefully remove 
this hay in November that the field mice may not find a har- 
bor to gnaw and fpoil the tree in the winter. ‘The hay fhould 
be replaced or more brought the fecond fummer, after which 
the tree having filled up with its roots the wide circle in which 
it was planted, will begin to break out of it into the harder 
earth. 

Now, if your tree is healthy and flourifhing, you may graft 
it, and this operation will augment the vigor of its growth. 
Care muft be taken to form the head of the tree; by remov- 
ing the twigs that it is forefeen will interfere, a fpreading 
fhape may be given to the top, and the tree will have little 
future occafion for pruning. 

But as this early care may not happen to be beftowed, or 
may not be {kilfully applied, almoft every {pring will call for 
a {paring ufe of the pruning knife. Pruning fhould be done 
in the fpring after the winter has really difappeared, and the 
weather become foft. But it fhould by no means be delayed 
till the month of May: for after the flow of the fap is great, 
the bark at the lips of the wound is apt to peal or gape open ; 
and as far as the bark peals, the wound will fpread. You 
fhould prune off the limbs clofe to the place of their infertion 
into a larger limb, leaving no ftump. If after this, the bark 
fhould be raifed up by the air half an inch from the place 
where you cut, a very deep and almoft fatal wound will be 
left. There is reafon to believe that the bark will often ad- 
here clofely to the wood when you prune, but fome days af- 
terwards the air or the flow of the fap will caufe the bark to _ 
rife. On thefe accounts it feems prudent to prune rather 
early in April, fo that the wound may dry and harden before 
the bark inclines to peal or feparate from the wood. 

If wounds are made at this feafon very fmoothly, and the 
limbs cut off are fmall, nature will foon caufe the new bark 
to {pread over the wounded place. No harm is likely to en- 
fue unlefs the naked wood rots before the bark {preads over 
it. Ifthe limb cut off be large, this rot will take place; and 
rely upon it every great wound is a great difeafe. It is better 
to cut of two, three, or ten finall limbs, than one very large 
one. When this cannot be avoided, make the cuts floping fo 
that'the water may run off. 

Much has been faid of Forfyth’s compotition. It deferves 
commendation. No doubt can be entertained that trees 
{carcely feel any injury from pretty fevere prunings, if the air 
be fhut out from the naked wood. But there ieems to be ne 
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reafon to hold his recommendation of his compofition as ufefut 
to nourifh or ftimulate the conftitution of the trees to be any 
thing better than quackery. Common clay on a wound with 
a piece of bladder bound on with yarn to keep it from crack- 
ing or wafhing off, would anfwer every purpofe of his compo- 
fition, becaufe it would keep the air out. Clay mortar worked 
with cattle’s hair, which is a good mixture for grafting, would 
do for covering wounds, and to fill up the hollows and rotten 
places in the trunks of trees; if rags or even paper can be 
fecured upon the furface over the clay to keep off the vio- 
lence of the rain, it would anfwer. 

Nor does it feem clear that the removal of every particle of 
the cankered wood, as Forfyth directs, is neceflary to the 
cure of a difeafed tree. Fill it up with clay mortar mixed 
with hair, and exclude the air and water, the fermentation 
muft of courfe ceafe, and nature, relieved from her malady, 
will haften to renew the branches of the tree. Stop the rot 
and you ftop the difeafe. 

There feems alfo to be good reafon to queftion whether 
Forfyth has been able to renew the wood of a tree where no- 
thing remained found but bark: yet this is what he pretends 
to have done. 

ar On the whole, to have flourifhing orchards, choofe good 
land, and keep it in good heart without ploughing. Prevent 
wounds on your trees, but when they happen prevent the air 
and wet from all communication with them. 


Further Extra&s from a Paper publifoed by the Maffachufetts 
Agricultural Soctety, on Gypfum, or Plafier of Paris. By a 
Member of the Kennebec Agricultural Society. 


“THE manner in which plafter produces its good effects, 
when employed in agriculture, appears never to have been 
made the object of minute {fcientific examination. Farmers 
have commonly guefied concerning it, and philofophers on the 
whole, have done little better. * * * * * * 

One circumitance is learned from chemifts, namely, that 
plafter quickens the progre/s of putrefaéticn more than time ; 
and this fingly is of confiderable moment. If plafter haftens 
the diffolution of animal and vegetable fubftances when de- 
prived of life, it of courfe prepares their particles for imme- 
diately entering into a new form, as vegetables; and thus 
contributes to the great circulation of matter, which prevails 
throughout organized nature. There feems alfo to be fome 
peculiar connexion between plafter of Paris and mci/fure, when 
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che plafter is brought into a ftate to ad as manure ; for it is 
faid, that garden beds ftrewed with it are kept light and mel- 
low, and free from baking and drynefs ; and that plants aéted 
upon by it, exhibit the dews longer and more plentifully in 
confequence of it. The drynefs of the air in the chief part 
of the United States, makes this a valuable quality to the 
American farmer. 

Plafter is now commonly firft pounded and then ground, fo 
as to meafure from 20 to 25 buthels by the ton; but it is faid 
to be beft when a bufhel weighs a long hundred, making 20 
bufhels to the ton. 

Piafter is commonly ufed upon different plans, varying ac- 
cording to its objects. If defigned to laft for a term of years, it 
is ftrewed (in the United States) in the fhape of powder, at 
the rate of $3, 4, 5, and even 6 bufhels to the acre. But the 
prefent opinion of fome American farmers, who have much 
experience in it, feems in favor of an annual application, wher- 
ever it is proper to ufe it at all. The yearly quantity is in 
general little lefs than a bufhel to the acre; though fome, for 
a time, put confiderably more ; and an extra quantity is com- 
monly advifable in the firft year. 

If it be wifhed to give a {pur to the growth of /eed, the feed 
is to be wetted and rolled in plafter; and when thus coated, 
it is to be fown in the ufual manner. For Indian corn, not 
only this coating with plafter is proper, but a table-fpoonful of 
plafter is afterwards to be ftrewed upon each hill or bank, when 
firft hoed; and fome add a fecond fpoonful over the fecond 
hoeing ; though the neceflity of this laft operation is doubted 
by others. In the cafe of grain and gra/: feed, fown together, 
fome not only wet and coat the feed, but ftrew more plafter 
upon it, when firft {cattered upon the field; and then cover 
the whole with the harrow or plough. Others coat the feed, 
but wait till the crop appears above ground, before they give 
the top-drefling with plafter. And this feems the moft pru- 
dent method; for by ftrewixg the plafter too early, fome 
qeeds may be favored; whereas the plafter ought to be appli- 
ed as exclufively as poffible to the crop. ‘Thofe who fow their 
grain in the autumn by iz/elf, and add clover afterwards during 
the winter, by fowing it upon the fnow, may coat the feeds in 
each cafe with plafter; and when the ground fettles and dries 
in the fpring, they may fcatter plafter over the whole. 

As to the time of the year for applying plafter,—fome fcatter 
it whenever the grafs is bitten very clofe, or elfe immediately 
after clofe mowing, provided cattle are not to follow; others 
do it juft before the commencement of winter; others throw 
it upon the {now ; and others fow it immediately when the 
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ground becomes dry, after the departure of the fnow—avoid- 
ing frozen ground, becaufe it might there be blown away, 
{hould the field be fmall, or in any event be driven into heaps. 
Some divide the dofe for grafs, putting on one half before 
vegetation begins in the {pring, and the other half when the 
grafs has ftarted. It feems onthe whole reafonable to fuppofe, 
that the plafter ought not to be ftrewed before it can be of 
uie ; left among other reafons, it fhould diffolve and be wafhed 
trom the foil, or left the mixture made from it fhould fink too 
deep into the earth, or left its virtues fhould in any other man- 
ner be prematurely diffipated. Plafter in general (as has been 
mentioned) fhould be applied to /eed at all feafons ; efpecially 
if the feed be fown late in the period appropriated for it. It 
fhould be put upon crops while in their infant ftate; efpecially 
with a view to fecure the early fhooting of the fibres, particu- 
larly in the fpring, and in countries which are hot or dry. As 
to winter grain, indeed, it is probable that plafter will be of 
little fervice to it till the {pring opens, unlefs applied to the 
feed, or unlefs the crop be backward. Experiments, however, 
muft decide many of thefe cafes ; and what has been faid, will 
in general thew where to employ thefe experiments. 

With refpec to the foils and fituations fuited for plafter,—it 
is clear that plafter may be thrown away upon wet foils and 
wet climates: it agrees, however, in general, with dry loams 
and hungry foils; it 1s favorable to hilly land, where the wa- 
ter cannot lodge ;* and it checks the baking of clays: it is 
commonly fuppofed to be ufelefs near the fea. As the fea 
winds are uiually moift, cool, and falt, we fhall not wonder, 
where thefe prevail, that a manure, favoring moifture and 
profpering with heat, and containing fome principles anala- 
gous in a certain degree with thofe of fea falt, fhould find little 
room for exercifing its virtues. It may, however, happen in 
a great continent, where dry winds and a dry atmafphere oc- 
cur, that plafter fhall furnifh inftances of its fuccefs, even near 
the fea; of which I have heard examples in New Hampthire 
and the diftri¢t of Maine. Climates which are moift, and de- 
ficient in fummer heat, (as Great Britain and Ireland) are not 
among thofe where plafter has had the moft numerous advo- 
cates: neverthelefs, in the fouthern parts of England, fituations 
are found where plafter meets the moft flattering fuccefs. On 
the other hand, the drynefs, the heat, and the clear and long 
continued funfhine of the American climate, during fummer, 
promife commonly, a favorable opportunity for the action of 


* The farms of general WasutncTon, being fliff, cold, and moftly 
clayey, received no benefit from plafter, though tried in various manners: yee 
the general “ belicved in, and was tnendly to gypfum asa manure.” 
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plafter ; provided no accidental moift air interferes, whether 
arifing from the fea, the great lakes of the interior, or exten- 
five aytles or inundations ; and provided the foils and the 
objects of the culture be adapted to it. In general we may 
prefume, that Aeat has a material influence in the procefs by 
which plafter renders fervice to vegetation; becaufe heat has 
a great effect in promoting chemical folutions and decompofi- 
tions; efpecially in conjunction with moifture, with which 
lafter forms fome fecret alliance. 

The objeé?s to which plafter has hitherto moft frequently » 
been applied, are grafles, alfo grain, at leaft {pring grain, Indian 
corn, flax, buckwheat, pulfe, and young fruit trees. ‘Tonone 
of the kinds of grais, however, has platter feemed better fuit- 
ed, than to red clover; red clover being fond of a dry loam, 
to which plafter is itfelf particularly fuited. 

It has been afferted, that plafter is capricious in its effed?s :° 
this complaint is natural, when fo little is known of the caufes 
which make the plafter to fucceed or fail. The farmer, how-’ 
ever, fhauld recollect, that his difappointment, if it occurs, 
may be owing to the ufe of plafter, either in improper quanti- 
ties or at improper feafons, or for improper foils or improper 
objects ; and that the employment: of it may require to be for 
a time fufpended. The plafter alfo may not be of a perfect 
quality, either from fome original defect, or perhaps from hav- 
ing been kept too wet. Much alfo may depend upon the 
weather which follows the ufe of it. Plafter in general, to ufe 
the phrafe of the Pennfylvanian farmer, requires fomething ta 
feed upon ; (as rotten leaves and roots, and certain manures ;) 
without which, its powers for a time, in a manner ftand ftill. 
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ARTICLE VII. 
An expeditious Method of deftroying Rats. 


FOR the difcovery of the following coniplete remedy, we are 
indebted to G. W. Mi.er, an ingenious apothecary of Wer- 
nigerode, in Germany; he candidly acknowledges to have de- 
rived the firft hint for fuch a purpofe, many years fince, from 
a book written by a celebrated economift ; in fhort it will be 
found the moft expeditious and effectual mode that. can be 
purfued. A capacious cafk [covered at top] of moderate 
height muft previoufly be procured, and put in the vicinity 
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of places infefted with rats. During the firft week this veffel 
is employed only to allure the rats to vifit the top of the cafk, 
by means of boards or planks arranged in a floping direétion to 
the floor [or bottom of the cellar,] which are every day ftrew- 
ed with oat-meal, or any other focd equally grateful to their 
palate; and the principal part of which is expofed on the 
furface. After having thus been lulled into fecurity, and 
accuftomed to find a regular fupply for their meals, a fkin 
of parchment [or fheep-fkin] is fubftituted for the wooden top 
or cover of the cafk, having been previoufly cut, with tranf- 
verfe incifions, [thus +] for feveral inches through the centre 
of the fkin, fo as to yield at the flighteft preflure. At the 
fame time, a few gallons of water, to the depth of five or fix 
inches, are poured into the empty cafk. In the middle of 
this element, a brick or {tone is placed, fo as to project one or 
two inches above the water; and that one rat may find onthe 
former, a place of refuge. Thefe preparatory meafures being 
taken, the boards as well as the top of the cafk fhould now be 
furnifhed with proper bait, in order to induce them to repeat 
their vifits. No fooner does one of thefe marauders plunge 
through the fection of the parchment in the veffel, than it re- 
treats to the brick or ftone, and commences its lamentations 
for relief. Nor are its whining notes uttered in vain; others 
foon follow, and fhare the fame fate, when a dreadful conflict 
begins among them, to decide the poffeffion of the dry afylum. 
Battles follow in rapid fuccefiion, attended with fuch loud and 
noify fhrieks, that all the rats in the neighborhood’ haften 
to the fatal fpot, where they experience fimilar difafter. Thus 
hundreds may be caught by a ftratagem, which might be great- 
ly facilitated by expofing in the cafk a living rat taken in a 
trap, or purchafed from a profeffional rat-catcher. In this 
way thofe deftructive vermin may be fuddenly exterminated 
from a houfe or neighborhood at very little trouble or expenfe. 


Domeéft. Encyc. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


GoD difcovered in North Carolina. 
IN Cabarrus county, (N. C.) gold has been picked up in 


lumps and grains to the amount of many thoufand dollars. It 
was difcovered in the bottom of Meadow Creek. This is a 
{mall ftream which falls into Rocky River, a principal branch 
of the Pedee. The firft piece of this precious metal was found 
by a boy, in July, 1803, who was exercifing himfelf by fhoot- 
ing fmall fifhes with a bow and arrow. The mafles were of 
different fises, from very {mall grains to the unexampled bulk 
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of a lump weighing a quarter of an avoirdupois hundred ! which 
tranfcends by far the piece of native gold fent from Mexico to 
Spain, for the royal cabinet, on account of its extraordinary 
fize. This Carolinian fpecimen of 28 pounds, on being melted 
and refined, loft only fifteen per cent of its weight. ‘The 
finaller famples loft only from two to five per cent. Other 
pieces have been found of 4 and 5 pounds weight. Froma 
report of the Director of the mint, it appears, that about e/evex 
thoufand dollars of the gold coin, iffued from the mint during 
the year 1804, was formed of this native gold of Cabarras 
county. 

The face of the country in the neighborhood of this Pacto- 
lian water, is, for the moft part, very uneven. The foil ts 
barren and rocky, The ftrata of the rock are nearly vertical ; 
and their direction is from N. E.toS. W. like the other great 
ftrata throughout the United States. In the interftices and 
chinks between thofe ftrata of rock over which Meadow Creek 
runs, the pieces of gold are found, intermixed with fand. 
Flint (quartz) and a blue colored rock (granite) are the pre- 
vailing kinds of rock hereabout. Another fort of earthy mat- 
ter is irregularly fcattered around, which is perfeétly black, 
and covered with a fubftance refembling foot; as is alfo 
another kind of fubftance, which looks like a mixture of tar 
and fand. 

A fpecimen of this gold, in the poffeffion of Dr. Mitcu1L1, 
is of a rich and beautiful yellow, blended with particles of 
quartz: except this addition, it feems to be remarkably malle- 
able and pure. 

As the larger lumps are now chiefly picked up, the people 
are engaged in wafhing and fearching the fand for {maller par- 
ticles: and it is faid, that the quantity procured in this way, 


is very well worth the feeking. 
Medical Repoftory. 


ARTICLE IX. 


Of the Ages of different Trees—how determined. 


_ THERE is a circumftance attending the growth of trees, 
which ferves to denote their’ age with great accuracy. ‘The 
body of a tree does not increafe by an univerfal expanfion of 
all its internal parts, but by additional coats of new wood; 
and thefe are formed every year, by the fap which runs be- 
tween the bark and the old wood. When a tree is cut down, 
this procefs of nature becomes apparent in the number of 
parallel circles, or concentric rings, which fpread from the 
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centre to the circumference of the tree. In many obfervations 
made by others, and by myfelf, upon trees whofe ages were 
known, the number of thefe circles was found to agree exatt- 
ly with the age of the tree. By this method of computation, 
I have always found the pine to be the moft aged tree of the 
foreft, feveral of which were between three hundred and fifty 
and four hundred years of age. The largeft trees of ee 
{pecies, are generally between two and three hundred years. 
In the more advanced periods of vegetable life, this method 
of computation often fails; the decays of nature generally be- 
gin in the central, which are the moft aged parts. From them 
the mortification gradually extends to others; and thus the 
internal parts of the tree die in the fame order in which they 
were produced ; the progrefs of death regularly and fteadily 
following the fame order and courfe, which had been obferved 
in the progrefs of life. In this ftate of a tree, no computation 
can be made of its age; but it feems moft probable, that the 
time of its natural increafe and decreafe, are nearly the fame ; 
and that the natural period of vegetable life is double to that, 
which the tree has attained, when it firft begins to decay at 
the heart. 
Dr. Williams’s Hiftory of Vermont. 


—_--—— - — 


ARTICLE X. 


A Bill of Mortality in Shrew/fbury, for the Year 1805 ; communi- 


cated in a Letier by the Rev. JosepH SUMNER, dated February 
23, 1806. 


SHREWSBURY, according to the laft cenfus, contains 
1058 inhabitants. ‘The whole number of deaths for the laft 
year (1805) were 19, vz. 





Complaints. No. Axze. Complaints. No. Age. 

Pleurily 1 60 — Epilepfy ; 2 

In Ty ph. fever 1 83 sig, Convullions 1 Inf. 
February. Pal fy B: 6 Auguft. Confumption 1 eg 
Unknown 1 . : September. < Confumption1 97 

Phagedena 1 929 Typh.fever 1 3 

March. Convulfions 1 | Inf. OAob Mortification 1 977 
*Ang »Maligna 2 3&0 erst Apoplettic 1 81 

April. aoe Maligna 1 3 Palfy 1 86 
May. ) +Hepatitis 1 62 | December. ¢ Hydroc. Int. 1 2 


From the year 1762 to 1802, the deaths were 491; being 
upon an average between 12 ‘and 13 ina year: the births 
were more than twice that number. When the centus was 
taken in the year 1790, there was about ®ne in fifty of the in- 
habitants, more than 80 years of age. 


* Malignant fore throat. t Inflammation of the liver. 
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ARTICLE XI. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for February, 1806 ; 
made at PORTSMOUTH, (N. H.) by Mr. Cuarves Perrce ; 
Number ; and at 
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Boston :—For the Medical and Agricultural Regifler. 
February, S a} a} x |Greatef heat Leaf heatin| Prevailing |S 2)3 

1806. sa S r Ss in the month.| the month. winds. sigs 

= z= tee =I 19 
Portfmouth|268 |39% jgi% j2othday 53° /6th day 10°/W. & N. W. 
Mafon = [e8-7 3/365 394 20 57 16 9 |W.&N. Ww. ! 
Concord {214 135 !30 '20 54 '14 ° N.W.: 1214/3 
Bofton |27¢ [383 |304 leo 59 |6 1 |W.&N.W.| | | 
WEATHER. 
Port/mouth. Ma fon. Concord. } Bofton. 
Inc. Inc. Inc. 











fnow, S. E. 1| 


1/! d. {now mod. 
i fn. 8 a.m. N.E. 10) 


g— vio. fn. flor. 
Q A.M. g 

7— flying clouds 

S— mixt. of in. & 
rain 

9g— high winds 


10— lowering 


fnow, 2 P.M. i 


rainy 


very high winds 
cloudy, flil!, fair 











11— fnow, E. 1} cloudy, 

y9— fn. ftor.p. M.9]!now,1 P.M.N.E. 5 

15— thawey,fome Jevening, fprink. of 
rain rain 

18— mift of fn. & {frozen rain & {n. 3 
hail 

2o— remarkably night rain 
warm ; night, 
rain 

o7— mod. fn. ftor. | fair 

Tot. 7. . ft. 1 6. 


fnow, N. W. 


fnow, fleet, N.E. 


fn. 8a.m. N-E. 83) f 


cloudy 
rain, fogey 


fair, cloudy 
cloudy, N.E&W. 
{now at even. E. 33 
rain at fun-fet 
fnow, cloudy 


general thaw 


cloudy 





jt. 1 of- 


3 





{pitting of {n. N.E. 
now, 9 A.M.N.E. 


cloudy 
rain, fair at evening 


{now fquall, N. 
fair, ftill, cloudy 
cloudy, N.E. 
fnow at evening 
{prinkling of rain 


rain at evening 


night, rain 





fprinkling of rain 


Mafon, 22d, {now moftly gone in open land. 23d, robins 
and other {pring birds were feen. 
Concord, 21ft, Mr. RoLanp Parker, fon of Dr. Parxer of 
Harvard, paffing through town, drowned ; occafioned by fud- 


den rife of the river. 


ARTICLE 


XII. 


Bills of Marriages, Births, and Deaths ; communicated by Gentle. 
men of the Clergy in their refpeStive Towns ; for 1805. 






Towns. Laft Cenfus. Marriages. Births. Deaths. 
Southborough 871 — 28 6 
Stoneham 380 3 it 14 
Danvers (N. Parifh) —— = 15 
Middleton 598 é — 7 
Townfend 1159 8 — ~~ 95 
Pembroke (E. Par.) —- Q ois * 
Athol 993 7 50 ix 
Parkersfie!d O77 3 18 » 
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To the Editor of the Medical and Agricultural Regifter. 


$1R..... THE appearance of fo ufeful a work as the Regifer promifes, 
rauft be a fource of pleafure to every perfon who has in view the happinefs and 
profperity of his country. That it may meet with fuch patronage as its ufeful- 
nefs deferves, 1s the fincereft wifh of the wnter. But the introdu@ion of fome 
appropriate pieces of Poetry, I think, would be an elegant improvement of the 
work. Dr. ARMsSTRONG’s celebrated “‘ Art of Preferving Health,” com- 
bines both beauty of expreffion and wee | of remark. That this truly ufeful 


poem may appear in the Regifer, is the wi 
, A NEW HAMPSHIRE SUBSCRIBER. 


meet the approbation of many. 


“é 

Tk E introdu€lion of [ome ap- 
ropriate pieces of Poetry” into the 
Ponifer, isa meafure we had previoufly 
contemplated. Pains have alr-ady 
been taken to make a colleétion : 
fome pieces hitherto unpublithed, are 
in expeAation. In the mean ume, we 
fhall comply with the wifhes of our 
correfpondent, and prefent fome ex- 
traéts from the poem called for, in our 

next number. 


Our readers in this number will 
find a confiderable increafe of original 
matter, and that of a moft intereiting 
nature. A communication on the 
** Natural Hiftory of the Horfe-Bee,” 
another on the “ Angina Maligna, or 
Ulceerous Sore Throat,” are very thank- 
fully received, and will appear in our 
next number. 


Trts early attention of our cor- 
refpondents is highly gratifying to us, 
os is prefumed, will be equally fo 
to our readers. . We hope for an in- 


of one fubfenber, and will perhaps 


creafe of thefe favors. It is our with, 
fo fat as poffible, that the Rezifer, in 
a great meafure, fhould be filled with 
original communications. This, how- 
ever, it muft be remembered, is a cir- 
cumftance not always to be controlled 
by any withes or refolutions of our 
own. As the hufbandman, having pre- 

red his grouud, and fown his feed, 
Seibedh unto Heaven for thofe alter. 
nate rains and funfhines, which ma 
caufe it to {pring up and wen... 
we, with much Jabor and taaldetable 
expenfe, having opened a ready and a 
convement channel of communication, 
on fubjects which refpe& the health 
and the agriculture of our country, our 
expectations now are unto the experi- 
enced, the obferving, and the wife, for 
thofe intelligent communications whick 
fhall caufe it to profper in our hands. 
There is a treafure of obfervation in our 
country, continually accumulating with 
individuals, which being promulgated, 
makes not them “ the t wale but 
makes her ‘‘ richer indeed.” 


To the Agents for the Regifter. 


OUR Agents who wifh for any 
attention from us, in forwarding their 
bundles by the ftages, mail, or other- 


wife, will give particular dire&ions 
(thofe who have not. done it,) which 
will always be carefully attended to. 
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CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 


PusiisHep monthly, the laft Wednefday ofevery month, at One Dollar pes 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly in advance. 


as 
ConpucTED BY DANIEL ADAMS, om. B. 
pa 
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Cornhill, any orders or communications for the Regi/ter will be received. 





